Our
LadytheofEvangelist
the Assumption
St John
Roman Catholic Church

Mission ~ St. John the Evangelist, Keene, Ontario
1830 Keene Rd., Otonabee, ON, K9J 6X7
Phone: (705) 741-1018
email: office@assumptionotonabee.ca
web: www.assumption-stjohns.ca

Pastor: Monsignor Michael Heffernan C.H.H.
Weekend Holy Mass Schedule

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
Saturday

4:00 p.m. in the fall & winter and
5:00 p.m. in the spring & summer.
(Times will switch at Seasonal time change)
Sunday

9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and noon

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Keene, Ontario
Sunday
10:30 a.m. (no Mass at this time)
Weekday Holy Mass Schedule:

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 8:00 a.m.
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. for the first two Tuesdays
of the month and 8:00 a.m. for all others
Friday
7:00 p.m.

.

2nd Sunday of Lent
February 28, 2021
Parish Office: Phone: (705) 741-1018
Secretary: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Catholic Women’s League:

ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
Every Friday from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
followed by Holy Mass at 7:00 p.m.

► President:

Anna Marie Bolin
(705)742-8249

Knights of Columbus:
► Grand Knight:

Roddy Turpin
turp@nexicom.net

NEW PARISHIONERS—
Have you registered in our Parish?
“Parish Census” Forms can be found
at the back of the Churches. Please introduce
yourself to Fr. Michael and welcome!

Marriage: Registered Parishioners must contact

Reminder If you or a family member is in the
hospital and you would like the priest at
Our Lady of the Assumption to contact you,
please phone the office.

Baptism: Please speak with Fr. Michael about
this after any of the Masses. Preparation course is
required.

the Parish Office twelve months before the
proposed Wedding date. No date for a Wedding
can be set before a couple has met with the Priest.

Reconciliation:
MOVING? ~ Please let the office know of your move

from this parish. Also, an address change is necessary
for sending out the year’s tax receipts.

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
by appointment only.

2nd Sunday of lent

February 28,
28, 2021

MASS ATTENDANCE

Mass Intentions
Intentions
March 1 – March 7
MONDAY, March 1
8:00 a.m. + Fr. Tadeusz
Tadeusz Porzuczek
(Parish)
(Parish)
TUESDAY, March 2
6:30 p.m. + Denise Crough
(C.W.L.)
WEDNESDAY, March 3
8:00 a.m. ~ Special Intention
THURSDAY, March 4
St. Casimir
8:00 a.m. + Melanie Malloy
(Mike & Noreen Malloy)
FRIDAY, March 5

First Friday

8:00 a.m. ~ Fr. Michael
(Parishioners)
Parishioners)
SATURDAY,
SATURDAY, March 6

First Saturday

8:00 a.m.
a.m. ~ In reparation for the outrages, offences &
blasphemies against Christ in the Holy Eucharist
Eucharist and
insults to the Immaculate Heart
Heart of Mary
SUNDAY, March 7
3rd Sunday of Lent
4:00 p.m. (Sat) + Jean Armstrong
(Joanne
(Joanne Walsh)
9:00 a.m. + Ron Scott
(Peter DeSanto & family)
10:30 a.m. ~ Missa
Missa Pro Populo
Noon ~ Special Intention
(Sandra & Patrick
Patrick Lynch)
Lynch)

Lectors for March 7, 2021
4:00 p.m. (Sat.)
Sarah Grills
9:00 a.m.
Bob O’Brien
10:30 a.m.
Peter Doris
Noon
Patrick Lynch

Readings:
Feb 28: 2nd Sunday of Lent
1st Reading: Genesis 22: 1 – 2, 9 – 13,
15 – 18
Psalm: 116
2nd Reading: Romans 8: 31 – 35, 37
Gospel: Mark 9: 2 – 10
March 7: 3rd Sunday of Lent
1st Reading: Exodus 20: 1 – 17
Psalm 19
2nd Reading: 1Corinthians 1: 18, 22 – 25
Gospel: John 2: 13 – 25
Mass for the Second Sunday in Lent
from the Cathedral of St. Peter-inChains in Peterborough, ON
Fr. Tom Lynch celebrates the Mass for
the Second Sunday of Lent the
Cathedral in Peterborough. (February
28, 2021)
Celebrant: Fr. Tom Lynch
Cantor: Fr. Paul Massel
Cantor and pianist: Kelly Robertson
Liturgical Support: Fr. Michael Nneji
and Fr. Joshy George
Lector: Katherine Romard
Sacristan: Alice Stoynoff
Cathedral Technician: Steven Moore
Management of Technical Equipment
at the Cathedral: Fr. Tom Lynch, Fr.
Joshy George
Coordinator and Communications:
Deirdre Thomas
The YouTube link below will be live
starting on Saturday, February 27,
2021, at 4:00 p.m. Please join in
prayer!
https://youtu.be/ERyGt6zxyWw

C.W.L. News
The next CWL meeting will
be held on Tuesday, March
2nd at 1:00 p.m. The meeting
will be held in the church. Masks must
be worn and physical distancing will be
observed.

News from the Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus
monthly meeting is
Tuesday, March 9th (just
over a week away) in the Church
at 7pm. It will be preceded by the
recitation of the rosary at 6:15 and Mass
at 6:30. We welcome you to this
meeting. This is your Council. Come and
share ideas and what you would like to
see accomplished before the current
term ends in June. Also, the annual fees
($35.) are now due. If you have paid
them, we thank you.

World Day of Prayer
Yes, we are going to have the world Day of Prayer
locally.
Next Friday, March 5th at 1 p.m. Keene United
Church will be hosting the 2021 World Day of
Prayer.
You will have two choices to attend – in person
observing all Covid precautions or by Zoom.
In both cases please call Cathy Wood at 705-2954714 or secretarykuc@nexicom.net to register.
This year the people of the country of Vanuatu
(previously known as New Hebrides Islands) have
prepared the program with the theme Build on a
Strong foundation.

5th Anniversary of Amoris Laetitia
March 19, 2021 – June 26, 2022
To mark the fifth anniversary of the
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, on
the 19 March 2021, Pope Francis will
inaugurate a special year dedicated to
the family entitled, Year “Amoris
Laetitia Family”. It will conclude on the
26 June 2022 at the celebration of the
10th World Meeting of Families, in Rome.

Bill CC-7 seeking to expand
expand MAID
MAID
(Medical
(Medical Assistance in Dying)
Bishop Miehm has asked that
parishioners be provided with
information about changes that are
being sought to allow MAID for those
who are suffering from mental illness
and for those with disabilities.
Click on this link and it will show
Senator Denise Batters speaking. She
defends the vulnerable in our
country:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7empfv36HM
&feature=youtu.be
In addition, a fact sheet about
Bill C-7 was produced by the CCCB
last year. This sheet is attached to
the bulletin. Please take time to
make yourself aware of the harm and
negative consequences of passing
this bill and see how you can help.
Share Love, Share Lent: Strengthening vulnerable
communities.
Did you know that
Development and Peace
supports a school for
peasant filmmakers in
Colombia?
This week in the Share Love,
Share Lent campaign,
discover the creative ways in
which we assist communities
in speaking for and taking
charge of their own
development.
In keeping with the Catholic Social Teaching principle of
participation, let your Lenten journey make a difference
in the world. Learn about our work and consider giving
to help sustain it.
Discern and donate at devp.org/lent.
VIRTUAL EVENT!
March 2 @ 7:00PM EST
Registration link :
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NC_TT
vYySs-xTRvxxZmlHg

IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT BILL-C7 AND EUTHANASIA IN CANADA
Bill C-7 (Amendments to the Criminal Code – Medical Assistance in Dying) is now being
considered by both houses of Parliament. This Bill would allow people who are not dying or whose
death is not foreseeable to be euthanized.
People with disabilities and their advocates are extremely alarmed by this proposed legislation. It
means for the first time, people will be able to access “Medical Assistance in Dying” (MAiD)
because of their disability without having any life-threatening condition.
In 2019 there were a total of 5,631 people who died via MAiD. The 2019 First Annual Report on
Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada1 lists the types of suffering that people were experiencing
that lead them to want to die. People gave multiple reasons. Some of those reasons follow:
➢
➢
➢
➢

13.7% (or 771 people) said loneliness or isolation
53.3 % (or 3001 people) said loss of dignity
82.1% (or 4623 people) said loss of ability to engage in meaningful life activities
34% (or 1915 people) said perceived burden on family friends and caregivers

In a recent Angus Reid Group poll, commissioned by Cardus, Canadians were showed to have
“deep and genuine concerns about the expansion of MAiD”2
➢ 69% are concerned expanded MAiD will lead to people with mental health issues like
depression choosing death rather than dealing with the underlying causes of their condition
➢ 68% are disturbed by a UN report critical of Canada’s poor MAiD safeguards for people with
disabilities and their lack of access to viable MAiD alternatives.
➢ 65% fear expanded MAiD will lead to people with disabilities or those who are elderly feeling
more pressure to choose death in order to avoid being a burden on others.
➢ 62% worry the health care system will start to ignore long-term care and chronic disease in the
elderly as MAiD becomes more available.
Dignity, meaning and value are attitudes that can be reinforced by people around us who love us
and help us see that live is worth living. There is a real concern that people are choosing to die
because they feel society has given up on them. If Parliament succeeds in making a person’s
disability a reason to be euthanized, we will be reinforcing certain “ableist” attitudes that people
who are not able bodied are not living in dignity, and therefore should be entitled to be killed.
Action needed:
Please consider joining the thousands of Canadians who have already written their
Member of Parliament to ask that Bill C-7 be defeated in Parliament and replaced by
legislation that will provide palliative care for those in need.

1

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/medical-assistance-dying-annual-report2019/maid-annual-report-eng.pdf
2
https://www.cardus.ca/news/news-releases/expanded-medical-assistance-in-dying-ignores-mainstreamconcerns/

Opposition to Euthanasia for the Disabled: Facts to ponder and inspire our concerted
action
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

In 2019, the World Medical Association reaffirmed its long-standing policy of opposition
to euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide.3
Over 70 of Canada’s leading disability rights organizations and advocates stated they
were “deeply troubled” with the expansion of “MAiD”, and that the Quebec Superior
Court’s decision would “entrench stereotypes and exacerbate stigma for Canadians with
disabilities”.4
On October 20th, the office of the parliamentary budget officer released an estimate that
an additional 1,200 people will be eligible for euthanasia this year in addition to the 6,465
deaths currently expected if the law remains unchanged.5
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was
extremely apprehensive concerning the implementation of “MAiD” in Canada from a
disability perspective.6
More than 50 religious organizations and faith leaders, including Jewish, Muslim and
Christians, released an open letter to all Canadians in opposition to Bill C-7.7
A group of 1,000 Canadian physicians have publicly expressed their opposition to
MAiD.8
140 members of the legal community have endorsed a statement to Parliament opposing
Bill C-7.9
Disability-rights organizations and advocates in Canada published a public statement
with over 80 endorsements decrying the expansion and loosening of safeguards with
respect to the “Medical Assistance in Dying” legislation.10
In the report of the Correctional Investigator (2019-2020), there is a call to the
Government to enact a moratorium on MAiD (euthanasia) in prisons due to serious and
fundamental concerns regarding consent, choice and dignity, coupled by grave errors,
omissions, inaccuracies, delays and misapplications of law and policy.11
The recent letter Samaritanus bonus by the Holy See’s Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, summarizes the position of the Catholic Church on this matter:
It is gravely unjust to enact laws that legalize euthanasia or justify and support
suicide, invoking the false right to choose a death improperly characterized as
respectable only because it is chosen. Such laws strike at the foundation of the legal

3

https://www.wma.net/news-post/world-medical-association-reaffirms-opposition-to-euthanasia-and-physicianassisted-suicide/
4
https://inclusioncanada.ca/2019/10/04/advocates-call-for-disability-rights-based-appeal-of-the-quebec-superiorcourts-decision-in-truchon-gladu/
5
https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/web/default/files/Documents/Reports/RP-2021-025-M/RP-2021-025-M_en.pdf
6
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24481&amp;LangID=E
7
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/we-can-and-must-do-much-better-religious-leaders-in-canada-denouncebill-c-7-an-act-to-amend-the-criminal-code-medical-assistance-in-dying/
8
https://maid2mad.ca/
9
https://www.christianlegalfellowship.org/billc-7
10
https://dol.ca/documents/2020/10/Statement%20from%20disability%20advocates%20-%20BillC-7%20MAIDEN.pdf
11
https://www.oci-bec.gc.ca/cnt/rpt/pdf/annrpt/annrpt20192020-eng.pdf

order: the right to life sustains all other rights, including the exercise of freedom.
The existence of such laws deeply wound human relations and justice, and threaten
the mutual trust among human beings. The legitimation of assisted suicide and
euthanasia is a sign of the degradation of legal systems.12

12

Letter Samaritanus bonus on the care of persons in the critical and terminal phases of life. Section V,1.
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200714_samaritanus
-bonus_en.html
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Deirdre Thomas
COMMUNICATION - Journey through Lent Videos (CCCB): Second Sunday of Lent

COMMUNICATION - Please share at will.
Journey through Lent - Second Sunday of Lent - a video series produced by the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB)
The CCCB is grateful to Bishop Gerard Bergie and Archbishop Marcel Damphousse for their generosity in
preparing and recording these spiritual and pastoral reflections.
As we continue to experience the pandemic's challenging realities, the CCCB hopes
that Journey through Lent will be a source of deep spiritual solace and insightful pastoral preparation for those
looking for meaningful ways to prepare for Easter.
The links to the videos, in French and English, are available on the CCCB website. Each Monday, the link for
the upcoming Sunday celebration will be released.
To access the video series in English.
To access the video series in French.

English
https://youtu.be/3LaUWXiSoVk

Journey through Lent – Second Sunday
of Lent 2021
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops presents
Journey through Lent with the Most Rev Gerard Bergie,
Bishop of St. Catharines. Join us as we reflect on...
youtu.be

French
https://youtu.be/ikvq0jjfwx0

1

Cheminer ensemble durant le temps
du Carême – Deuxième dimanche du
Carême 2021
La Conférence des évêques catholiques du Canada
présente Cheminer ensemble durant le temps du
Carême. Réfléchissons ensemble avec Monseigneur
Marcel Damphous...
youtu.be

Deirdre Thomas
Assistant to the Bishop / Communications
Diocesan Pastoral Centre
PO Box 175
Peterborough, ON, K9J 6Y8
Phone: 705 745 5123 x24
Cell/Text: 705 872 6764
Email: DeirdreThomas@peterboroughdiocese.org
Website: https://www.peterboroughdiocese.org
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam – For the greater glory of God
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